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initiative. The initiative was the King's. Jevtitch
merely helped to conduct the King's policy. But the
policy had the merit of being successful and permanent,
not subject to the chance and change of patty politics.
In the Balkans and elsewhere some politicians can be
bribed; but the King could not be bribed. Some
states, such as Italy, are at much expense to give financial
assistance to politicians in other states. The King of
Jugoslavia could not be bought.

Nevertheless, the state visit to France was super-
fluous. It would have been sufficient to send Jevtitch
to Paris. The King's visit to Bulgaria was very risky,
but it had some justification. It was a spectacular and
dramatic act. It fired the imagination., and the extending
of the royal hand of friendship to a bitter enemy was
worth more than any pact signed by diplomats. Had
the King's car been blown up in the streets of Sofia he
would have been blamed for his foolhatdincss. The
old hatred of Serbs and Bulgars would have ilared up
once more and the last state of the Balkans would
have been worse than the first. But nothing succeeds
like success, and the King's achievement resounded
in the press of the world. Alexander was becoming
as famous as a diplomatist as he had been redoubted us
a soldier.

But the visit to France was not worth the candle.
There was no such glorious reward as peace in the
Balkans, The most that could be expected was that
France would pat Alexander on the back and say,
"Good boy!" The visit was intended to be of mi
informative character. The King intended to stay
only three days in Paris, certainly not long enough to
go into the details of some new pact with Fiance, It
was said, during the trial of the assassins, that he had
come to put his signature to a new pact of friendship.
But that was not accurate. According to Jevtitch he
wished to communicate the results of his conversations
with King Boris of Bulgaria and report to France the